Please join us at the
Catamount Hill Association’s
2026 Annual Meeting

Saturday, August 15, 2026
First Baptist Church of Colrain
81 Foundry Village Rd., Colrain, MA 01340
1 pm EDT in person

The Catamount Hill Association was formally
organized in 1875 to honor our ancestors.
Quinquennials are held every five years.
Celebrate 151 years with us!

Program
e Welcome from the Association President

e Business Meeting with reports from the Officers
and Board Members

e  Program: Prentice Crosier—Murder on Catamount

Current Officers
President | Richard Siemens
Vice President | Susan Samoriski
Clerk | Linda Wagner
Treasurer | Diantha Wholey
Historian | Prentice Crosier
Board | Sarah Davenport
Dorothy Giffin
Sonya Hamdan
Judith Maloney

Green herbs were plentiful in season The greens of
cowslips, dandelions, and fiddle head ferns along with
prickly nettles were gathered in early spring.

The making and raising of the flag
emphasized the political rivalry
between the supporters of Thomas
Jefferson on Catamount Hill and the
valley residents who were
supporters of the Federalist party.

Muriel Russell, our local
Catamount Trail guide, leads
families to their ancestral
cellar holes on the Hill.

To make an appointment for
your guided hike, contact
Muriel at 413-624-3311.

You can also check out Muriel’s
current project, writing monthly
articles about life on Catamount
Hill, on our website.

MURDER ON CATAMOUNT HILL

On September 8, 1875,
Joseph Riley Farnsworth, a
35-year-old Civil War
veteran and sheep farmer
on Catamount Hill, was
steps away from home
after a day’s trip to
Greenfield when he was
brutally attacked. Barely
able to drag himself the
rest of the way and unable
to communicate, he died
the next morning.

Joseph R. Farnsworth
Died September 8, 1875
Aged 35 years

Why was Joseph Farnsworth attacked?
Who was the perpetrator?
Prentice Crosier will tell all!

Aaron Coy brought his family from Somers, CT. He had four
sons, Levi, Reuben, Aaron Jr. and Erastus. The Coy family stayed
in Colrain with the four sons marrying local women and raising
families. Aaron Jr’s son, Erastus Clark Coy, went to the
University of Vermont to study medicine. He practiced in
Worthington, MA after obtaining his degree, then settled in
Turners Falls, MA. He was the first doctor to reside in that town.

From Fanny Bowen Shippee’s Cookbook 1897

\,/? 2224 /'/*// oA
) L@Mﬁ /%c /
A7)

'/3(:;
/
.’/“-ca% ))1(4 /4 {4
Z(eawf?v

et srall A/fwm +- olu/ '
"’Iﬂ/‘]: Y G 7‘«\/‘%3
/,(’, ’ sl adiee. f/—%
m ZZ:, //u% Loy Uﬁuf«nﬂ
,sud,av VC-

frotleno
p) 1470 _.J,{;é: ¥ ,\l/v»;-,.".__/

T?«MIA.) //(»M

Qs

el



https://www.catamounthillassociation.org/around--about-catamount.html

Daniel the Prophet

“Daniel the Prophet”
circa 1865.

His descendants still
reside in Colrain and
surrounding towns.

Fewer hours of sunlight in December increased the need
for firewood in our forebears’ homes. After the earlier
seasons of plowing, planting, haying, and harvesting crops,
the cold months were a time for gathering fuel. They took
advantage of winter snows to drag sledge loads of logs out
from their woodlots. For Daniel Davenport, a native of the
Hill, the demand for firewood offered an opportunity for
earning extra money. Some winters he would leave the
responsibility of farm chores to his wife, Patty Barnes, and
to his sons and spend stretches of time down in the valley

splitting cordwood for the stoves and fireplaces of Holyoke.

In 1812, at age 14, Daniel witnessed the historic flag raising
at the school house, across the road from where he was
born. As an adult he became known for his skills as a lay
preacher and was often called upon to offer prayers at
community events. His oratorical skills and his magnificent
beard earned him the sobriquet “Daniel the Prophet.”
Getting in wood and other hard work kept Daniel fit; he
died in 1889 at age 91.

Catamount Hill Publications make great family gifts

A Sketch of the Origin
& Growth of the CHA
of Colrain, MA

$20.00 137 pgs

The Puzzle of
Catamount Hill

$8.00 46 pgs

From Luna A. Johnson (daughter of Maria Bass):

“Every nation, every country, every life has its history and the
history of a nation is the history of the people. Each life has its
story, whether it may be of fame, dishonor or made up of
simple daily duties.”

Clothesline Gossip

by Marilyn K. Walker

A clothesline was a news forecast, to neighbors passing by,
there were no secrets you could keep, when clothes were
hung to dry.

It also was a friendly link, for neighbors always knew if
company had stopped by, to spend a night or two.

For then you’d see the fancy sheets, and towels upon the line.
You’d see the “company table cloths” with intricate designs.

The line announced a baby’s birth, from folks who lived
inside, as brand new infant clothes were hung, so carefully
with pride!

The ages of the children could so readily be known by
watching how the sizes changed, you’d know how much
they’d grown.

It also told when illness struck, as extra sheets were hung;
Then nightclothes and a bathrobe too, haphazardly were
strung.

It also said, “On vacation now”, when lines hung limp and
bare. It said, “We’re back!” when full lines sagged, with not
an inch to spare!

New folks in town were scorned upon, if wash was dingy and
gray, as neighbors carefully raised their brows, and looked the
other way.

But clotheslines now are of the past, for dryers make work
much less. Now what goes on inside a house is anybody’s
guess!

| miss that way of life. It was a friendly sign when neighbors
knew each other best by what hung on the line.

The Toad and The
Eagle — A Catamount

The First School-

house Fl
ok g ‘ i Tale
$6.00 19 pgs $7.00 31 pgs
s Where the ‘ The Young
E Schoolhouse Flag —rs Housekeepers’
m First Floated Companion
$7.00 23 pgs | $6.00 39 pgs

(includes shipping -- see more details on our website)
Request publications by mail or email
catamounthill1875@gmail.com

Tax-deductible donations will help support our mailings,
website, meeting expenses and future activities.

Checks may be made out to:

Catamount Hill Association
P.O.Box 8
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

The Catamount Hill Association is a non-profit
501(c)(3) public charity organization.

Visit our website:
www.catamounthillassociation.org

Find us on:
Facebook at CatamountHillAssociation,Inc.



http://www.catamounthillassociation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CatamountHillAssociation/

